(c) VYes.

(d) and (e) Government has consistently drawn the attention of the United States and
other countries to the need for proper benchmarks and accountability to prevent the diversion of
assistance provided to Pakistan for use in its military build up against India. Government has also
stressed the need for constant vigilance as also close monitoring of such assistance being
provided.

Visit of Bangladesh’s Minister to Meghalaya

2354. SHRI THOMAS SANGMA: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether recently, a Bangladesh State Minister for Cultural Affairs visited the State of
Meghalaya to attend a cultural festival in the State;

(b) whether due courtesy and usual protocol were not extended to that Bangladesh
Minister like, treating him as State Guest, giving him Guard of Honour, etc.;

(c) if so, the reasons therefor and whether the State Government of Meghalaya has
tendered an apology to that Minister; and

(d) itnot, the reasons therefor?
THE MINISTER OF EXTERMNAL AFFAIRS (SHF{l S. M. KF{ISHNA): (a) Yes.

(b) Due courtesies and protocol were provided to him such as transport, security and
place of stay by Government of Meghalaya.

(c)and (d) Do not arise.
RPO at Rajkot

2355. SHRI VIJAYKUMAR RUPANI: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Govemment is aware that Saurashtra has demanded regional passport office
at Rajkot;

(b) whether there is any proposal to establish regional passport office at Rajkot;
(c) ifnot, the reasons therefor; and
(d) itso, bywhen?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI SHASHI
THAROOR): (a) Yes.

(b) to (d) The Government is committed to improve the Passport Issuance System as a
whole, and has accordingly started implementing the Passport Seva Project (PSP) under which
Passport Seva Kendras (PSKS) are being established throughout the country with the objective
to deliver passport related services to the citizens in a timely, reliable, more transparent and
accessible manner. The National Institute of Smart Governance had recommended the location
of the Passport Seva Kendras (PSKS) on the basis of a study conducted by them on the number
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